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TAGS: PFOR, UN 

SUBJECT: PRE-32ND UNGA CONSULTATIONS: II: AFRICA 

REF: STATE 205678 

1 . EMBOFF WENT OVER TALKING POINTS PROVIDED REFTEL 
WITH MFA DIRECTOR FOR AFRICA RACHELE SEPT. 8. RACHELE 
SAID THAT INFORMATION ON U.S. VIEWS WOULD BE ESPECIALLY 
USEFUL TO HIM AS MFA OFFICE FOR UN AFFAIRS HAD TOLD HIM 
THAT AFRICAN PROBLEMS WOULD BE MAJOR PART OF ITALIAN 
PRESENTATION OF GA. HE MADE FOLLOWING COMMENTS ON TOPICS 
RAISED: 

2. RHODESIA: ITALIANS SUPPORT US/UK SETTLEMENT EFFORT 
AND BELIEVE THAT FOCUS SHOULD REMAIN ON THESE PROPOSLAS. 

WHILE THEY AGREE ON IMPORTANCE OF AVOIDING ACTIONS THAT 
MIGHT ENDANGER NEGOTIATIONS, THEY ARE NOT NECESSARILY 
OPPOSED TO A GA RESOLUTION ALONG THE LINES OF THE OAU 
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FORMULATION WHICH RECOGNIZES THAT PARTRIOTIC FRONT AS THE 
LEGITMATE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE ZIMBABWE PEOPLE ONLY 
DURING THE PERIOD OF ARMED STRUGGLE. THEY WOULD OPPOSE 
ANYTHING AKIN TO THE RESOLUTION LAST YEAR ON SWAPO 
RECOGNITION WHICH GAVE SWAPO "PERMANENT'' LEGITIMACY AS 
REPRESENTATIVE OF NAMIBIAN PEOPLE. ITALIANS BELIEVE THAT 
SUCH UNCONDITIONAL RECOGNITION OF PATRIOTIC FRONT WOULD 
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PREJUDICE CHANCE FOR HOLDING FREE ELECTIONS IN ZIMBABWE. 

3. APARTHEID: ITALIANS WOULD ALSO OPPOSE FINDING THAT 
APARTHEID IS THREAT TO PEACE, BASING THEIR OBJECTION ON 
PROCEDURAL GROUND THAT SECRITY COUNCIL. NOT GA, HAS 
COMPETENCE IN THIS AREA. WHILE ITALIANS GENERALLY AGREE 
WITH VIEW EXPRESSED IN TALKING POINTS, RACHELE DIFFERED 

WITH FORMULATION THAT SOUTH AFRICANS SHOULD PROMOTE "FULLER 
PARTICIPATION" OF ALL PEOPLE IN SOUTH AFRICAN LIFE BECAUSE 
OF IMPLICATION THAT CURRENT ARRANGEMENTS NEED ONLY BE 
BROADENED. ITALIANS BELIEVE THAT SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERN- 
MENT MUST CHANGE ALTOGETHER ITS BASIS FOR DEALING WITH 
BLACK POPULATION AND MUST DO AWAY WITH BANTUSTANS AND 
SIMILAR INSTITUITIONS. 

4. NAMIBIA: RACHELE AGREED THAT NEGOTIATIONS CONDUCTED 
BY FIVE-NATION CONTACT GROUP DOES REPRESENT THE BEST 
CHANCE FOR A PEACEFUL SOLUTION IN THE NEAR FUTURE. 

HE SAID THAT ITALIANS GIVE "QUALIFIED SUPPORT" TO 
THIS EFFORT - "QUALIFIED” IN THAT OUTCOME MUST BE 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH RESOLUTION 385 IF IT IS TO ACHIEVE 
NECESSARY WIDESPREAD ACCEPTANCE. 
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